A one-piece ocular drainage implant for glaucoma surgery: a preliminary report.
A one-piece silicone filtration implant for glaucoma surgery was evaluated in 18 normotensive rabbits. During the follow-up period of 60 days the function of the implant and the effect of the implant on intraocular pressure (IOP) and local reaction in operated eyes were examined. Mean IOP in operated eyes during the whole follow-up period stayed in a level that was statistically significantly (p < 0.001) lower than the preoperative starting value. Despite of a slight inflammatory reaction in the immediate postoperative period the implants were well tolerated. No marked foreign body reaction were noted around the implants in histological sections. In 3 eyes the implants had to be removed due to complications caused by surgical technique.